
From the Associate Pastor . . .

My First Christmas

What a year it has been at Fairfax UMC!  We have seen new ministries
that are helping our congregation grow and reach out in the community.
We have started a new, informal worship service on Sunday nights.  We
participated in the Fairfax City 4th of July Parade.  We started a new
weekday adult education experience.  We are seeing new life at Fairfax
Church.  We also have seen a year of challenges financially.  We have had
to make some tough choices and begin taking a hard look at the ways we
are stewards of our finances.  As we continue to do ministry at Fairfax, we
continue to find ways to reach out and be the body of Christ...to create new
life within our congregation and community.  With new life comes
challenges!

As many of you know, Sarah and I had our first child in September.
We have been on family leave this fall to stop and take some time to
experience the challenges of having a child in a busy world.  There is a new
place in our budget for wipes, for baby clothes that get used once or twice
and then are out grown.  There are strange baby things that I'm not even
sure why you use them, but know they are important to have!  We have had
to get used to planning ahead, if we want to go to a movie.  We have to
leave an hour earlier than we would have and begin packing an hour before
that.  We rejoice in new life, while experiencing the challenges that come
with it.

As Sarah and I get ready to experience Hunter's first Christmas, I think
of the immense joy and challenges that must have been present for Mary
and Joseph.  They had to travel in the third-trimester, which doctors
probably would have told her that donkey travel is not good for the unborn
child.  They had nowhere to stay, so they stayed in a cave and only had a
manger in which to place their child.  On top of that, they had the challenge
of figuring out how to raise the son of God.  That is just the tip of the
iceberg for the challenges that Joseph and Mary faced.  But the joy they
had was never lost!  And the strength with which they endured those
challenges never wavered for they knew they were doing God's work.
They knew God was with them.

As we gather in our communities and families to celebrate Christmas,
may we be reminded that God remains with us through the challenges,
setbacks and hard moments of our year.  Let us remember Mary and Joseph
on that first Christmas...the joy that they shared...the challenges they
endured...and the love that they brought into this world.  May you know the
presence of Jesus Christ in your life anew this Christmas and may your joy
overflow with God's love and grace.

God Bless,
 Jason Snow
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Reverend Jason Snow

Light of the World

Our Children’s and Youth Choirs will be presenting the musical Light of
the World by Mark Patterson.  As we tell the story of the birth of Christ in
song and Word, Light of the World offers a mix of traditional classics to
sing together and a few wonderful original surprises.  Come celebrate and
hear our teenagers and children sing Silent Night, He is Born, Rise Up
Shepherd and Follow.
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Reverend Steve Bray

Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14

Isaiah 9:2-7 Luke 2:1-20

The Chancel Choir and the Herald Trumpets will participate in these
services with Ian Lane as soloist.
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A special Choral Candlelight Concert will precede the
11:00 service in the Sanctuary.  Come and hear the
music of Christmas on this special evening as we
remember the birth of the Christ Child.  The Chancel
Choir will present a half hour of music, as we quietly
gather in the glow of candlelight for the joy of Holy
Communion together.
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Sunday, December 14 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
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Celebrate a Christmas surprise with song, fellowship,
drama and crafts!

Our evening will begin with a three scene interactive
children’s Christmas drama called Once Upon a Christmas.
Following the drama, ornaments will be made as a special
reminder of each portion of the Christmas story.

Please bring an unwrapped gift to be shared through the
Adopt-a-Family program or a canned food item for the food
closet.

Plan to be a part of this Christmas surprise!
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Rev. Jason Snow
December 16

7:00 p.m.

For many of us, it can be hard to be whole-hearted
during the Christmas Season.  As we journey
through Advent, it may be a time for remembering
both persons and events that have been a part of
our lives in the past, but that are now changed or
gone.  We offer a quiet, meditative worship
service that makes time for remembering, time for

sharing our hurting places with God, and time for preparing our hearts for
the coming  of  Christ.   During this time of special music, scripture,
stories, silence, reflection and communion, the only things needed are you,
your memories and your prayers.  Please come.



The Annual UMYF Super Bowl Sub Sale is back! �Our UMYF group
will be taking orders for subs from January 4th-25th.  Pick up for subs is
Super Bowl Sunday, February 1st, at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We
will be offering Turkey and Cheese, and Italian Cold-cut subs for $6.00
each.  We also offer the Meal Deal (including chips and cookies) for $7.50.
The Family Pack of four Meal Deals is only $25.00.  What a great way to
plan your Super Bowl party – great food and a great cause!  All proceeds
go to supplement our church youth activities.  If you would like to purchase
a sub for donation to the Lamb Center, we will deliver those gifts too!

Youth Christmas Party

On Sunday, December 21st, our youth music
ministries and our UMYF ministries will be
joining forces for the most awesome Youth
Christmas Party ever!  We’ll meet at the church at
6:30 p.m. for a progressive nativity that travels

from house to house, getting the Christmas story piece by piece.  Then
we’ll return to the church for Christmas snacks and a gift exchange. You’ll
want to be sure to be a part of the secret ending!

UMYF Laser Tag Outing

On January 18th at 6:30 p.m., you are invited to meet at the church and
travel to Shadowland Laser Tag in Chantilly, VA.  We’ll spend the evening
in an all-out, winner take-all, laser-tag event.  If you wish to attend, sign up
with Mike at mhensley@fairfaxumc.org by January 14th.  The cost of the
trip is $12.50, and students should bring with them a signed transportation
and medical form.

Youth Missions Stock Sales

Time is running out!  Our youth missions teams currently have 30 students
signed up for summer youth missions, and they need your help to get there!
Our youth missions stock sales will continue through December 31st in the
Fellowship Hall on Sundays.  Stocks are selling for $25 per share this year.
That small sum could make a lifetime of difference – both to our youth and
to the families they serve.  Don’t delay!  You can purchase stock with one
of our youth or by contacting Mike Hensley, Director of Youth Ministries,
at mhensley@fairfaxumc.org.



Parents’ Night Out encourages parents to enjoy a Friday
evening out while their children have a structured and
entertaining night at church from 6:30 until 9:30 p.m.  Our
next event is on January 30th with Sports Night.  This is
our favorite event with soccer and gymnstics.  The
children have dinner and participate in age appropriate
activities and crafts.  The fee is $8.00 (with a maximum
per family of $25.00) and reservations are required.  This
program is a cooperative effort staffed by parents who participate.  Once
each year, we ask you to volunteer to assist.  Invite your neighbors to
participate.  Reservations for this event must be made by January 21st and
a minimum of 75 participants is needed.

Merry Christmas From Our Preschool
Registration Opens for Fall 2009

The Preschool Staff would like to wish our families, friends and church
members a joyous Christmas and New Year.  We are looking forward to
the new year filled with lots of fun activities, music, art and the renewal of
friendships. 

January brings registration for the next school year.  Early registration
for Church members and returning Preschool families will begin on
January 5th and will open to the general public on January 21st.  Church
members with preschool aged children will be receiving our Preschool
brochure and registration information by mail in December.  If you would
like more information, please call the preschool at (703)591-3177. 

Seeking with the hope of finding. . . An inscripted hymnal with “William
J. Hilbrink” lettered in gold on the front cover was left on the shelf outside
Fellowship Hall during coffee hour about 4 weeks ago.  This new hymnal
has a note of appreciation hand-written inside the front cover.  Mr. Hilbrink
would be extremely pleased to recover this personal hymnal.  Anyone
finding it may leave it with a church office staff member.  Thank you.



We Welcome New Members . . .
Lauren Gagen-Cheeney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4209 Whitacre Road, Fairfax
Margie Gastrock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3614 Old Post Road, Fairfax
Mike and Brenda McWilliams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11821 Popes Head Road, Fairfax
Brian and Jennifer Vladyka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1803 Jennichelle Court, Fairfax

The Sacrament of Baptism . . .
administered September 21, 2008, to . . .

. . . Avery Elise Adams, born September 22, 2007, daughter of Clark and Miranda
Adams.

administered October 10, 2008, to . . .
. . . Alex Authur Smith, born July 11, 2008, son of Thomas Lee Smith and Kim

Su Sacher.

administered November 30, 2008, to . . .
. . . Kylie Alise Paul, born March 5, 2008, daughter of Drake and Kathryn Paul.

Wedding Congratulations to . . .
. . . Amy Ebert and Matthew O’Hare, who were married on September 27, 2008.
. . . Katrina Hamme and Erik McCormick, who were married on October 11, 2008.

Our Sympathy is Extended to the Family and Friends of . . .
. . . Shirley Maniglia.  Shirley died on August 19, 2008 in Centreville, Virginia.
. . . Victoria Roston.  Victoria died September 24, 2008 in Fairfax, Virginia.
. . . Adam Im and Celia Amstutz-Im.  Celia’s father, Rev. Kenneth D. Amstutz, died

September 30, 2008 in Roanoke, Virginia.
. . . Martha Leathers.  Martha died October 5, 2008 in Florida
. . . Phil and Virginia Edson.  Phil died October 14, 2007 in Ashburn, Virginia.
. . . Allen Harpine.  Allen died October 14, 2008 in Fairfax, Virginia.
. . . Doris and Gene Black.  Doris’ brother, Charles “Donald” Roudebush, died

October19, 2008 in Gainesville, Virginia.
. . . Don and Linda Seay.  Don died October 22, 2008 in Fairfax, Virginia.
. . . Ruby Hood.  Ruby died October 27, 2008 in Bealton, Virginia.
. . . Jean Singleton.  Jean died November 11, 2008 in Fairfax, Virginia.
. . . Betty Buglass.  Betty died November 20, 2008 in Fairfax, Virginia.
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Confirmation 2009 will begin in January.  Confirmation is a great time for
7th-12th graders to explore and take greater ownership of their Christian
faith.  We’ll cover theology, church history, and what it means to live a
Christian life.  At the end of our course, we’ll also give the students the
opportunity to increase their level of involvement with our community by
becoming full members of The United Methodist Church.  A parent
orientation will be held on January 7th from 7:00-8:00 in the Youth
Activities Room.  The Confirmation classes will meet each Wednesday
night from 6:00-7:30 in the Multi-Purpose Room.  There is also a retreat
on February 21st from 8:30am-3:00pm.  The first session for students will
be held on January 14th.  To register, please contact Mike Hensley
(mhensley@fairfaxumc.org).  The classes will conclude March 25th.
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2009 Budget Update

The 2009 budget has been set at $1,256,003. This represents a substantial reduction
from the 2008 budget of $1,402,631. Over $155,000 was trimmed in the following
areas:

• $100,000 in staffing, including 5% reductions in salaries and the reduction of
two administrative staff positions and one custodial position from full time to
part-time

• $40,000 in property maintenance and office expense, including reductions in
lawn care, parsonage maintenance, and printing supplies

• $15,000 in program areas of worship, music, fellowship, discipleship,
stewardship, congregational care, outreach, and evangelism

Copies of the 2009 budget, which include line detail, are available in the office.
Also, watch for town hall meetings in early 2009 as we discuss how we will
continue to do God’s work within a smaller budget.

Giving Options for 2009 and Environmental Stewardship

We are making some changes in the options you have regarding giving in 2009 and
to be better stewards of our environment. 

Giving envelopes will be shipped quarterly instead of a single shipment of a year’s
worth of envelopes. This change actually reduces our costs of printing and shipping
envelopes. And, if you decide to switch to electronic giving during the year, we can
reduce the number of unused envelopes.

Electronic giving can be arranged by automatic transfer through the church or you
can use your bank’s on-line bill payment services to write recurring checks from
your account. If you choose to sign up for electronic giving through the church, the
donation will be taken directly from your account automatically bi-monthly or
monthly. Electronic giving is convenient for you and provides dependable cash
inflow for the church. No need to worry about going out of town or forgetting your
checkbook on Sunday! You can download the Authorization Agreement by
selecting the “Electronic Giving Sign Up form” from the “Fall Stewardship 2008”
link on our website, http://fairfaxumc.org/.

Reusable giving cards will be available in the pew racks. If you give electronically
or use monthly envelopes, you may feel something is missing when you pass the
offering plate. Just place the giving card in the offering plate as a way to participate
in our worship experience.

We are evaluating ways to reduce paper  use. Certainly electronic giving is a great
way to reduce paper and the time required to process checks and cash. We are also
looking at distributing electronic giving statements via email. If you have
suggestions on how we can be better stewards of the environment, please contact
the church office or Stewardship Purpose Area Co-Chairs Betsy Draper,
Betsy_Draper@yahoo.com, and Cindy Schelhorn, cistmatt@verizon.net.



����
� �*����$�+���	$������!���
���������'�,��� -��	���'���	"
��������	
��� ���������������� �

�
�	����	
���

��)�$������� �
�.�&����%'�,�����/�
��
�
�����
����
 �����	������
����


�����������
�	�
������
�������������
�	�
����
����� ���	������������������
�	��
����������
�
���������	�����
��	���
�	������
	����� ��������������
�����
������� ����!����	
������	����������
�������	
�"#

���������������������������������������������������������������������������$
	�	��%&'

������������������������������������

����������	
��	��
�
��	
���	��	�����
����������������
���������������������������������������������������������
�����������
���





 The Newsletter of Fairfax United Methodist Church
Vol. XV, No. 4 ����������		
��
��
����		�
�����������������������������	
�	������
�����������
	�������
����������� ����������������� 
��������������������������������������������!�"�#�$ ����%%%�������������� 

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Fairfax, VA

22030
Permit NO. 5Window

Fairfax United Methodist Church
10300 Stratford Avenue
Fairfax, VA  22030-3217


